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NEWSLETTER – September 2020 
 

SALISBURY CIRCLE 266 
 
 
 
 
 
  Circle Website:  www.salisburycatenians.org 
 

In the last Newsletter I reported on the enrolment of Brother Albert 
Rhodes, but being a video enrolment I didn’t have a suitable picture 
(in hindsight I should have taken a screenshot).  So here is a recent 
picture taken by Albert himself. 
 
Other News for this month was the return at the beginning of August 
of Eric & Oltea from their extended stay in Romania (courtesy of 
COVID-19).  At just under 5 months it was a little longer than they had 
anticipated.  In addition they found a new home, although they will be 
occupying both old & new during all of September. 
 
At our August Circle meeting Brother Dominic Butler announced that 
he and Liesel are expecting the birth of their second child on 5th 
December.  Congratulations to them both from all of Salisbury Circle. 
 

With all the ongoing COVID-19 restrictions there has been much less news to fill these page; back in June 
I filled the gaps with some pictures from my local lock down walks, but I thought I might try something 
different this month – so here goes! 
 

Did you Know? 
I’m sure all Salisbury Circle brothers are familiar with Salisbury District Hospital Odstock, known to many 
simply as SDH; and a number will know of its early history and some will know of 3 or 4 other hospitals 
from Salisbury’s past.  But did you know that there have been at least 15 other hospitals associated with 
Salisbury, I didn’t until when doing some family history research I came across reference to a Hospital I’d 
never heard of.  I did a bit of digging and this is what I found, including “The Hospital that never was”.  
There may well have been other religious buildings providing medical care in Salisbury as it is known that 
the both the Franciscan Grey Friars and the Dominican Black Friars were established in a number of 
locations in Salisbury in the 13th & 14th centuries. 
 
Hospital of St John the Baptist and St Anthony.  Sited at the junction of Old Castle Road and the roman 
road to Winchester was a medieval hospital and free chapel, the origins of which are obscure.  A leper 
hospital was founded in 1195 at Old Sarum, and the hospital of St John for the poor was founded in 1231.  
The leper hospital is not documented after 1195, the two hospital probably being united.  It was dissolved 
circa 1548. 
St Nicholas Hospital was believed to have been established around 1215 with “the obligations of a chantry 
and of caring for the poor, sick, and travellers”.  The hospital was apparently built in the form of a church, 
with a double hall divided down the centre by an arcade of seven arches, and opening into two chapels 
at the east end.  It is probable that the double hall served as a sick ward with the central aisle dividing the 
sexes, although another possibility is that one aisle may have been for the parochial use of the Hospital's 
tenants.  The two chapels still stand, and the arcade of arches can be seen in the north wall of the present 
master's house, though the north aisle has disappeared.  By 1478 St Nicholas's Hospital had become, like 
many small and often increasingly impoverished hospitals, an Almshouse, as it remains still today. 
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The Hospital of The Holy Trinity.  The exact date of the foundation of this hospital is unknown, the earliest 
reference being in 1379.  The hospital was built on the site of a former brothel in Trinity Street.  Although 
initially it provided some care for the sick, its principle function was an Almshouse.  It was completely 
rebuilt around 1720 and refurbished in 1908.  It remains in use as an Almshouse today.  Many sites of 
Hospitals marked on old maps were in fact of Almshouses or Hostels. 
Salisbury General Infirmary was first Salisbury Hospital in a form that we would recognise today.  It was 
opened in 1767 utilising existing buildings in Fisherton Street, whilst a purpose built hospital was 
constructed, also in Fisherton Street.  The new building was opened in 1771.  The infirmary was developed 
and expanded over many years, notably in 1936.  In 1992 it closed and all medical services transferred to 
the current site at Odstock.  The building was converted to flats in 1977 and renamed Pembroke House. 
The Old Manor Hospital. Originally a private residence, Fisherton House was purchased in 1813 and 
opened as a private Mental Institution and was usually referred to as Fisherton Asylum.  When the Asylum 
first opened it took both private and pauper patients.  By the 1850s it was the largest private mental 
hospital in England, licensed for 672 patients.  Between 1850 and 1870 the Fisherton Asylum accepted 
“criminal lunatics” untill Broadmoor Hospital was established.  In 1924, the Fisherton Asylum suffered 
financial difficulties and a limited company, Old Manor (Salisbury) Ltd, was set up to run the hospital.  At 
this time new wards were built and the hospital started treating ‘Service patients’, mostly those who had 
served in World War 1.  In 1954, by which time it had become known as the Old Manor Mental Hospital, 
it ceased to be privately run and was absorbed into the new National Health Service.  Two new wards, 
Nightingale and Crane, were added in the late 1960s and early 1970s.  In 1974, the hospital was again 
reorganised, coming under Salisbury Health District and some years after that became part of Salisbury 
Health Care NHS Trust.  Around this time, there was a move away from providing institutionalised care 
and to finding patients appropriate care and support in the community, and by the 1990s, many of the 
wards had closed.  In the early 2000s, the Old Manor Hospital saw a change of management to Avon and 
Wiltshire Mental Health Partnership NHS Trust.  New hospital buildings replaced many on the Old Manor 
Hospital site.  The hospital became known as Fountain Way and continues to provide mental health 
services using the new buildings. The original buildings were demolished and a retired living complex is 
being built on the site. 
Charmouth & Herbert Convalescence Homes.  In 1858 Salisbury Infirmary rented a house near the sea in 
Charmouth as a convalescent home for its patients.  Assets included a Bathing Machine, and a donkey and 
chaise to ferry patents to the beach.  In 1868 the Charmouth facility closed following the completion of 
the purpose built Herbert Convalescent Home in Westbourne, built in memory of Lord Herbert a past 
president of the Salisbury General Infirmary.  By 1947 the home had been renamed the Herbert 
Sanatorium and was run by Bournemouth Borough, and so no longer a part of Salisbury Infirmary. 
Old Sarum Isolation Hospital. From 1902 to 1904 a small Isolation hospital existed at The Portway, Old 
Sarum, treating mainly children during epidemics of scarlet fever, diphtheria and meningitis.  In 1904 a 
joint isolation hospital committee was formed with neighbouring local authorities and the Old Sarum 
Isolation Hospital for Infectious Diseases was built near the Amesbury Road, by Old Sarum opening to 
patients in 1911/12.  Throughout World War 1, camps on Salisbury Plain sent soldiers suffering with 
diseases such as meningitis, scarlet fever, bronchitis, pneumonia and emphysema to the Isolation 
Hospital.  The hospital provided beds for 90 patients and was later enlarged with huts.  The hospital closed 
in 1951 and latterly the buildings used as a day centre for Adults with Learning Difficulties, before finally 
being demolished in 2012 to make way for a council owned residential care home for Adults with Learning 
Difficulties. 
The Harnham Red Cross Hospital opened in October 1914 on Coombe Road, Harnham on a site that had 
been occupied by the Alderbury Union Workhouse since 1836.  The hospital was fully handed over to Red 
Cross in July 1915, with provision for 80 beds, to treat injured soldiers from World War 1.  After the war 
Harnham Hospital was renamed Tower House Poor Law Institution and in the 1930s it became the Public 
Assistance Institution.  By the 1970s it was known as Meyrick Close County Welfare Home and was 
demolished later in that decade, and subsequently developed as Heronswood housing estate. 
Harnwood Sanatorium, Salisbury was opened in 1919, with 21 beds for men, to which 16 beds for women 
and 9 beds in chalets were later added.  The hospital was situated where current day Bishops Drive, East 
Harnham now is.  During the Second World War beds at Salisbury and Devizes isolation hospitals were 



Page 3 of 4 

used for tuberculosis patients, and by 1946 there were 50 beds at Harnwood.  The hospital closed its 
doors in 1981. 
Whilst not strictly hospitals, but still part of my 15 are, Longford Castle just outside Salisbury at Bodenham 
(home to the Earls of Radnor since 1765) which was used as a convalescence hospital during the first 
World War; Netherhampton House home of Sir Bruce and Lady Richmond which used for additional 
maternity beds for Salisbury General Infirmary from 1939 to 1945, and Heale House at Woodford which 
was used as an annex to Salisbury Infirmary for convalescence during the second World War between 
1941 & 1952. 
Newbridge Hospital was in existence from 1939, located opposite the Ambulance Station on Odstock 
Road Harnham the unit treating older patients for over 50 years until all medical services in Salisbury 
amalgamated and services transferred to the present-day Salisbury District Hospital site when it opened 
in 1992.  The buildings were demolished soon after being vacated, and housing (Senior Drive) and the 
John McNeill centre built on the site. 
The American Red Cross ‘Harvard Hospital’ Field Unit at Harnham was situated alongside the Coombe 
Road, less than half a mile from the Harnham Red Cross Hospital, and served as a blood transfusion centre 
for allied troops in Europe from 1942 to 1945.  A year later, the Common Cold Unit was set up by Medical 
Research Council on the site of the former military hospital and is where research into the cold virus was 
carried out.  The unit closed in 1990 and a housing estate was built on the site.  A plaque at the entrance 
in Andrews Way commemorates the 20,000 volunteers who helped with the research, and also the 
medical staff and nurses who cared for them. 
Odstock Hospital was opened in December 1942 when the US Army 5th General Hospital transferred their 
hospital structures, together with 361 patients from Northern Ireland to a new location at Odstock.  The 
buildings at Odstock were of the standard British brick and Nissen hut type.  The original plans were for 
600 beds, but this was later expanded to a 1,000-bed capacity.  After the war, the site was handed over 
to the local hospital authorities.  Following the creation of the National Health Service,  the Wessex Plastic 
Surgery Unit and regional Burns wards moved to the Odstock site in 1949.  State-of-the-art theatres were 
developed in 1966 and in 1984 the Duke of Cornwall Spinal Injuries Unit was opened by HRH The Prince 
of Wales and HRH The Princess of Wales.  A big change occurred in 1992-1993 as all hospital services from 
Salisbury General Infirmary were transferred to the Odstock site.  A new three-level building was 
commissioned and the new hospital became known as Salisbury District Hospital. 
“The Hospital that never was”.  In the 1920’s Salisbury General Infirmary owned land in Salisbury and in 
1926 they were looking to establish a building fund for a new hospital to be known as Butts Farm.  Butts 
Farm was located on Castle Road opposite Victoria Park.  Plans were drawn for a large hospital building 
at the top of the rise off Castle Road (near to the present day Beatrice Road and St Francis Church), and 
from the south east an imposing drive with an avenue of trees on the approach to the proposed hospital 
with a circular forecourt.  However by 1928, plans had changed for the Infirmary, which was heavily in 
debt after World War 1 and could no longer afford the risk of such ambitious plans and so concentrated 
on upgrading and expanding services at Fisherton Street.  To aid this they started selling off some of the 
plots of land at Butts Farm.  Between 1928 & 1934 land was sold in phases for housing; by 1934 about 14 
acres remained in the Infirmarys’ ownership.  The Infirmary ward names were used for the estate roads; 
Attwood, Beatrice, Bartlett, Feversham, Queensberry and Radnor.  Apart from the Beatrice Maternity 
ward (perhaps named after Beatrice, the youngest and favourite daughter of Queen Victoria whom she’d 
nicknamed ‘Baby’), the hospital ward names all came from patrons who gave significant financial 
donations that helped build and develop the Infirmary, namely; 

• Lord Antony Feversham left £500 on his death in 1763 which started the Infirmary building project, 
• In 1767 The Earl of Radnor gave £500 and The Duke of Queensberry gave £200, 
• John Bartlett donated £9579 in 1819, 
• Richard Attwood donated £2100 in 1849/1850. 

 
Acknowledgements to Salisbury Hospital Historical Archives “ArtCare”, British History On Line (BHOL) and 
Historic England for much of the above information. 
 
Normal Salisbury Catenian Newsletter service is now resumed.  
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Circle Diary Contact 

Tues 8th Sept Council meeting, Video Conference Secretary 

Thurs 24th Sept Circle meeting, Video Conference Secretary 
Tues 13th Oct Council meeting, Video Conference tbc Secretary 

Thurs 22nd Oct Circle meeting, Video Conference tbc Secretary 

Looking Ahead 

March 2022 Salisbury Circle 50th Anniversary Celebration  
 
For details of Virtual Circle meetings throughout the Association log in to the members area of the 
Catenian Website and then go to the “Virtual Circle Meeting Register”, where you will find dates, times 
and contact details if you wish to attend. 
 

Don’t forget your tickets for the Salisbury Swindle 
As his charity for this year our President Adrian Holloway has nominated the 

Royal National Lifeboat Institution (RNLI). 
 

A change to how we run it this year.  The sheet of numbers is available to view on the Salisbury Catenians 
web page.  Brothers can select their numbers and pay for their numbers by bank transfer or cheque.  You 
can change your numbers at any time by notifying either the Treasurer or Secretary.  The monthly prize 
will be a £20 Marks & Spencer voucher.  As ever your generosity is much appreciated. 
PS it was noted at the August Circle meeting that since this new format was devised all three prizes so far 
have been awarded to members of Council – watch this space for further developments! 
 

Officers 2020 - 2021 
President Adrian Holloway Vice President Vacant this year 

Imm. Past President Jim Rolleston RIP Provincial Councillor Joe Falzon 

Secretary Chris Burnell Treasurer Allan Trowbridge 

Membership Officer Vacant Chamberlain Kevin Lynn 

Presidents Marshall Dominic Butler Registrar David Gillen 

Welfare Officer John Detain Charities Officer Phil Jones 

Press & Publicity Dave Blake Employment & Careers Sam Camisa 

Dining Secretary David Morehead Benevolent Board Chairman David Morehead 

Schools Liaison Michael Presley Newsletter / Web Richard Verrian 
 

 

Anniversaries and Birthdays 
in September 

 

Enrolment: 26th Chris Huthwaite (1 year), 28th John Edwards (7 years) 

Birthday: Albert Rhodes, John Edwards, Sam Camisa 
Ladies Birthday: Helen Riding, Jaks Simpson 

Wedding 
Anniversary: 

Mike & Mandie O’Neill, Cliff & Mary Bawden, Rupert & Susan Thompson 

Please remember especially in your prayers 
Tony Broughton 
Michael & Mary Cairns 
John & Christine Edwards 
Ken McNally 
John Say 
Charles & Dorothea Sultana de Maria 
Madelaine Sadler 
Cath Kiamtia (widow) 

Brothers are reminded that photographs 
may be taken at our Circle functions for 
inclusion in the Newsletter and our 
website, unless an objection has been 
notified. Please advise any of your 
visitors accordingly. 


